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Question One
The US Election
One of the factors that influence’s one to vote in the US is having a stake in the system. People having stakes in the systems are those who are directly affected by government policy (Shin et al., 2017). These people are likely to vote because first, to enhance their interest and second to preserve their interests with the system. People with stakes in the systems are ready to meet the costs associated with voting just to preserve or enhance their interests. Various groups of people are known to have a vested interest in government policies. Among them includes the educated people who want to get jobs, the married who want a better future for their children in the future and the unions who want the incoming government to take care of their interests, for example, the collective bargaining agreements (Yang & DeHart, 2016). More specifically, the union members will vote for the candidate who has promised to alter the system to benefit the workers. 
What influences people to vote in the US is the rationale. The idea that even people who do not vote will still enjoy the same benefits as those who have voted influences the decision of people to vote. For example, in a mid-term election where there is a weak competitor for the incumbent, most people will abstain from voting since the outcome of the election is already known and whether one votes or does not vote, he/she will enjoy the same benefits (Yang & DeHart, 2016). Therefore, one finds no reason why to wake up and vote. This factor negatively affects the election outcome because the turnout in the election is always low. This is so because most people abstain from voting making and as a result, the small number of people who turn out to vote cannot be used gauge the strength of the candidates competing in the election. 

Question Two
In the US, voter participation is always high with more than 80% of voters in all states in the US turned out to vote their respective leaders (Shin et al., 2017). Even though voters from all the states turn out to vote in large numbers, the states from the west of America have been reported to be the most populous and out of the total votes cast in every general election in the U.S, the states in the west contribute 90% (Yang & DeHart, 2016). This trend in the participation of election means that the US election is highly contested. This is so because, with the 80% turnout, it means that people from strongholds of every candidate turn out to vote. Since the stronghold of every candidate is what determines the final results of the election, it means that the competition is very high among the candidates competing for any seat in the U.S
Also, with more than 80% voter turnout, it means that the U.S election is very democratic. Democracy detects that the majority have their way. Since most of the US voters are involved in choosing their leaders, it means that the US leaders are chosen based on the majority vote which is an attribute of democracy. 
However, for election perceived as unimportant as mentioned above, voter turnout is always low. To ensure that voter turnout remains high in all elections in the US, it’s important to make voting compulsory. This will ensure that people will turn to vote in every election regardless of the relevance of that election. 
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